
Founded in 1877 by the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits), University of 
Detroit Mercy (UDM) is Michigan’s largest and most comprehen-
sive Catholic university. In 1990, University of Detroit consolidated 

with Mercy College of Detroit, which was founded in 1941 by the 
Religious Sisters of Mercy, to form University of Detroit Mercy. Detroit 
Mercy exists to provide excellent student-centered undergraduate and 
graduate education in an urban context and integrates the intellectual, 
spiritual, ethical and social development of all students. 

  SPONSORSHIP 
Detroit Mercy is sponsored by the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) and the 
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas. 

LEADERSHIP 
Donald B. Taylor, Ph.D., serves as president of the University. Detroit 
Mercy is governed by a board of 26 lay and religious trustees. 

  THE WALL STREET JOURNAL/COLLEGE PULSE RANKINGS 
In 2024, The Wall Street Journal/College Pulse ranked UDM No. 52 in 
the nation, which made the university Michigan’s second highest-ranked 
university. UDM is also 
• Fourth among Catholic universities nationally, behind only 

Georgetown University, Boston College and University of Notre 
Dame. 

• Third-highest ranked Jesuit university and only Mercy institution 
ranked. 

  NATIONAL STUDY RANKS UDM AMONG TOP 10% IN 
U.S. FOR RETURN-ON-INVESTMENT 
Georgetown University’s 2022 study A First Look at ROI: Ranking 4,500 
Colleges ranked UDM in the top 10% of all colleges and universities 
for return-on-investment. According to the study, UDM graduates can 
expect to earn more than $1.2 million in salary over a 40-year career 
compared with those who forgo a college education. In addition, UDM 
ranked in the top 10.5% of all colleges for the 10-year salary rank, 
which means younger graduates can expect to earn higher salaries than 
their counterparts who do not attend college. 

  U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 2024 RANKINGS 
UDM ranked among the top national universities by U.S. News & 
World Report for a fifth year in a row, earning a No. 185 rank in the 
National Universities category of the publication’s “Best Colleges” 
2024 edition. The University ranked fourth in the state and received 
favorable recognition in several categories, including: Best Value 
Schools, National Universities (No. 31); Best Undergraduate Business 
Programs, Management (No. 22); Entrepreneurship (No. 31); Finance 
(No. 50); and Best Undergraduate Nursing Programs (No. 183). 

  ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 

https://udmercy.edu


DETROIT MERCY HIGHLIGHTS 

Recognized as a Gold-certified Michigan Veteran-Friendly School — Detroit 
Mercy has again been designated a Gold-certified Michigan Veteran-Friendly School by the 
Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency. The Michigan Veteran-Friendly School program is designed 
to formally recognize academic institutions of higher learning committed to supporting the 
needs of student veterans and dependents. 

Designated a Military-Friendly School by Military Friendly Schools®— 
Inclusion in this yearly list demonstrates the University’s strong commitment to providing a 
supportive environment for military students. 

The College of Health Professions (CHP) & McAuley School of Nursing’s 
(MSON) online Graduate Nursing Program was ranked No. 62 nationally in U.S. News & 
World Report’s Best Online Programs for 2024, marking the fourth-straight year the University 
was included in the rankings. 
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